
Monthly Report 

October & November 2017 

Recycling & Resource Management 

Second Pumpkin Purge a Smash! 

On Saturday, November 4, Planning & Development con-

ducted its second yearly Pumpkin Purge event. Highland 

Elementary and Alton Middle School played hosts for the 

Pumpkin Purge, during which county residents were in-

vited to bring old pumpkins, gourds, and jack o’ lanterns 

for composting, rather than sending them to local land-

fills. The event was spearheaded by assistant planner 

Breana Lamb.  

“I’m proud to say that the Pumpkin Purge was a big suc-

cess this year,” says Lamb, “There were more than dou-

ble the participants compared to last year’s event”.  A 

total of 3.9 tons of gourds were brought in by residents, 

many of them families with school-age children, who 

enjoyed games and prize drawings at the event. The 

pumpkins and gourds were hauled by St. Louis Com-

posting, which will compost the organic waste and redis-

tribute it to the community through wholesale and retail 

sales. Illinois is the largest producer of pumpkins and 

events like the Pumpkin Purge help ensure that nutrients 

from composting are returned to enrich local soil.    

While other municipalities in northern and central Illinois 

conducted similar collections, Madison County’s Pump-

kin Purge was the only event of its kind in the region.  

The Pumpkin Purge is part of Madison County’s regular 

community outreach and educational programming. Par-

ticipants received information on reducing food waste, 

as well as the services available to them as county resi-

dents. Lamb also reports that residents were eager to 

learn about composting and ways to divert food waste 

from landfills. 

This year’s event was also promoted to local schools 

through the Resource Education Program. Teachers were 

provided with helpful links and learning materials to help 

their students understand the science behind com-

posting. Many educators have inquired about hosting a 

future Pumpkin Purge at their respective schools.  

Children play games at Planning & Development’s 

Pumpkin Purge event at Highland Elementary 

Pumpkins & gourds collected at the Pumpkin 

Purge at Alton Middle School 



Stormwater Management 

Customer Service & Permits Solarize Madison County/Glen Carbon 

In March of this year, the Midwest Renewable En-
ergy Association partnered with Planning & Devel-
opment to unveil a solar group-purchasing program 
requested by municipalities and residents.  

Below are the results of the program: 

 20 free informational meetings were provided 
throughout Madison County over a 5 month 
period with a total of 406 attendees  

 293 kW of energy production are contracted for 
installation on 38 properties throughout the 
county 

 The 38 installations are projected to produce 
357,904 kWh and save participants $35,503, as 
well as offset 565,488 lbs of CO2 and the use of 
6,800,176 gallons of water in the first year.   

Information & Outreach 

Madison County, HeartLands Conservancy win OLGA 
for Upper Silver Creek Watershed Plan 

On Friday, November 17 Madison County and HeartLands 
Conservancy were honored to receive an Outstanding Lo-
cal Government Achievement (OLGA) award from the East
-West Gateway Council of Governments for their work on 
the Upper Silver Creek Watershed Plan.  

One of ten watersheds in Madison County, the 120,000-
acre Silver Creek watershed is 75% agricultural and 25% 
urban, encompassing thousands of acres of prime farm-
land and 13 municipalities, including Troy and Hamel. In 
developing the plan, Madison County and HeartLands Con-
servancy employed innovative data methods and stake-
holder engagement. The completed Upper Silver Creek 
Watershed Plan is a roadmap that communities, agencies, 
and landowners can follow to improve water quality, re-
duce flooding, and support healthy wildlife habitats.  

“We are delighted to have this planning effort recog-
nized,” said Steve Brendel, Madison County Stormwater 

Coordinator. “The county is committed to addressing 
stormwater and flooding issues, and we worked hard with 
this plan to identify where and what the issues were, with 
lots of assistance from county residents and experts.” 

Madison County & HeartLands Conservancy accepting an OLGA 

award from the East-West Gateway Council of Governments 

  
New Home 

Permits 

Total 
Building 
Permits 

Customer 
Service 

Interactions 

Oct & Nov 2017 18 229 2,887 

Oct & Nov 2016 25 218 2,240 

2017 YTD 151 1,373 15,311 

2016 YTD 131 1,128 13,229 

% Increase (YTD) +15% +22% +16% 



Metro East Fall Health Forum 

Recycling & Resource Management 

Successful Metro East Health Forum Held by Madison & St. Clair Counties 

Nearly 100 people participated in the 7th annual 
Metro East Health Forum on Friday, October 20. The 
day was spent with a variety of speakers in an active 
dialogue focusing on the connection between food, 
health, and the environment. Topics included the 
influences of the Mississippi River on the local and 
global food supply chain, reduction of food waste, 
recovery and reuse, access and affordability, county 
health rankings, and local solutions. The Forum was 
sponsored by Madison County Government’s Health 
and Planning & Development Departments, Make 
Health Happen Madison County, St. Clair County 
Health Department, Anderson Hospital, University 
of Illinois Extension, Memorial Hospital, and OSF 
Saint Anthony’s Health Center. 

For the first time in the history of the event, a con-
certed effort was made to divert all organic waste 
generated during the program. Composting food, 
napkins, plates and other service ware yielded 1,060 
pounds, or a little over a half ton, of organics that 

was kept out of local landfills. Instead, the organic 
waste was taken to St. Louis Composting to be recy-
cled back into a healthy supplement for lawns and 
gardens. 

Attendees listen to a presentation given during the 

Metro East Health Forum on October 20th 

Madison County and Illinois EPA Host Used Tire Collection 

Local municipalities and townships dropped off 100.88 
ton—or nearly 9,000—tires during a collection on Octo-
ber 17th and 18th at the County Highway Department’s 
facility in Marine.  

County staff coordinated the effort as 21 municipalities 
and 20 townships participated in the event and deliv-
ered a total of 77 truckloads. This is the 17th collection 
held in Madison County since the program’s inception 
and over 310,000 tires have been collected.  

The event was paid for by Illinois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (IEPA) as part of a nationwide initiative. 
Tires collected this year were taken by Earth Services of 
Benton, IL to Marion, Kentucky for shredding and recy-
cling/reuse.  

Used tires collected  at the County Highway 

Department in Marine on October 17th & 18th 
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Green Cities Challenge 

Madison County Shines in Green Cities Challenge 

Madison County Planning & Development supported several local municipalities with resource management efforts 
by sponsoring their participation in the St. Louis Green Business Challenge’s Green Cities Track. The Challenge pro-
vides an opportunity for municipalities to learn how to practice fundamentals of resource efficiency and conservation 
while incorporating related policies within their local government operations. Participating municipalities for 2017 
include Highland, Granite City, Edwardsville, Glen Carbon, Godfrey, and Troy.   

Below are a few of the several accomplishments each city completed this year: 

 Completed a half-mile multi-use trail connecting Highland’s largest subdivision with the primary school and 
downtown.  (Highland) 

 Completed a greenhouse gas inventory on the Village’s buildings as well as employee and fleet vehicles and in-
stalled a solar-powered sign at Village Hall. (Godfrey) 

 Partnered with Madison County, the Granite City Art and Design 
District, and the New American Gardening Project to install a 
demonstration rain garden to promote the use of rainscaping and 
native plants. (Granite City)  

 Signed the Mayor’s 100% Clean Energy Endorsement. (Edwardsville, 
Granite City)  

 Eliminated complimentary bottled water for staff (~10,000 bottles/
year) and replaced with water cooler stations. (Glen Carbon) 

 Adopted a Sustainability Policy for the city. (Troy, Granite City, God-
frey)  

 Adoption of a “Complete Streets” policy as part of the City’s 2017 
rewrite of the Subdivision Code. (Troy) 

Solar-powered sign installed at Godfrey’s 

Village Hall during the Green Cities Challenge 


